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Italy
Introduction
Italy’s development co-operation aims to promote sustainable agriculture, access to clean water,
sustainable energy, education, work dignity and gender equality. It works to combat all forms of violence
and to guarantee access to sexual and reproductive health. Total official development assistance (ODA)
(USD 6.0 billion, preliminary data) increased in 2021, representing 0.28% of gross national income (GNI).
ODA increases exceeded COVID-19 vaccine donations.

Find the methodological notes behind the profile here.

Policy
Law 125/2014 sets out the primary objectives of Italian development co-operation: poverty eradication,
reducing inequalities and sustainable development; human rights, including gender equality, democracy
and the rule of law; and conflict prevention and peacebuilding. The law also sets out to broaden
partnerships, operationalise Italian development policy, and create more accountability and transparency.
The 2021-23 Three-Year Programming and Policy Planning Document (in Italian) establishes key priorities,
including a focus on 20 priority countries, of which 10 are least developed countries (LDCs). Its
geographical focus is primarily on the African continent and the Middle East, but also Cuba and
El Salavador.

Multilateral co-operation continues to account for more than half of Italy’s development co-operation.
Through its multilateral engagement, Italy aims to strengthen its role as a major player in addressing
global challenges and promoting human, economic, social and environmental development. Italy has
prioritised strengthening health systems and supporting the research, production and fair distribution of
drugs, treatments and vaccines, so that they are accessible to all. Italy demonstrates leadership in
preserving cultural heritage and fighting tax crime.

Findings from OECD-DAC reviews
The 2019 OECD-DAC peer review highlighted Italy’s strong field presence in fragile contexts and an
emphasis on gender and disability. The review noted that Italy could define more comprehensive country
strategies for its priority countries, ensuring better predictability, and it is still working on an approach that
builds on results and evidence. The effective delivery of Italy’s development programme also requires
further investments in workforce planning, some of which are underway. Learn more about Italy’s 2019
DAC peer review. Italy’s next mid-term review will take place in 2022.

ODA allocation overview
Italy provided USD 6.0 billion (preliminary data) of ODA in 2021,1 representing 0.28% of GNI. This
was a significant increase of 34.5% in real terms in volume and an increase in the share of GNI from 2020.
Italy’s ODA rebounded in 2021 after a three-year decline. Italy’s Law 125 calls for international development
co-operation appropriations to gradually adjust in line with European and international commitments. Italy
is not on track to meet its international and EU commitments to achieve a 0.7% ODA/GNI ratio by 2030.
Within Italy’s ODA portfolio in 2020, 91.8% was provided in the form of grants and 8.2% in the form of non-
grants.2
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In 2021, Italy ranked 18th among Development Assistance Committee (DAC) member countries when ODA
is taken as a share of GNI (preliminary figures). Italy stands out for the high share of its bilateral ODA
commitments in support of the environment and climate (58.2% and 43.7% respectively), including a high
share allocated to the environment as a principal objective. Italy also provides a relatively high share of
bilateral ODA as core contributions to civil society organisations (CSOs), equal to 8.8% in 2020. The share of
Italy’s ODA allocated to multilateral organisations continued to increase in 2020, reaching over two‑thirds
of gross ODA.

Italy - ODA volume
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Italy - ODA as a share of GNI
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Italy is committed to several international targets and Development Assistance Committee standards and
recommendations. Learn more about DAC recommendations.

Performance against commitments and DAC recommendations
Target 2019 2020 2021 preliminary

ODA as a share of GNI 0.7% 0.22% 0.22% 0.28%
Total ODA to least developed countries as a share of
GNI

0.15-0.20% 0.06% 0.06%

Share of untied ODA covered by the DAC
Recommendation

100% 93.2% 85.7%

Grant element of total ODA >86% 98.5% 94.7%

Italy provided the majority of its ODA multilaterally in 2020. Gross bilateral ODA was 31.2% of total
ODA. Thirty-four per cent of gross bilateral ODA was channelled through multilateral organisations
(earmarked contributions). Italy allocated 68.8% of total ODA as core contributions to multilateral
organisations.

Italy - Bilateral and multilateral ODA allocations
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COVID-19 and official development assistance
In 2020, Italy provided USD 66.0 million of gross bilateral ODA for the COVID-19 response,
representing 4.7% of its total gross bilateral ODA. Two per cent of total gross bilateral ODA was
provided as health expenditure within the COVID-19 response.

ODA to and through the multilateral system
In 2020, Italy provided USD 3.6 billion of gross ODA to the multilateral system, an increase of 3.1% in
real terms from 2019. Of this, USD 3.1 billion was core multilateral ODA, while non-core contributions were
earmarked for a specific country, region, theme or purpose. Project-type funding that is earmarked for a
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specific theme and/or country accounted for 61.0% of Italy’s non-core contributions and 39.0% was
programmatic funding (to pooled funds and specific-purpose programmes and funds).

Italy - Contributions to multilateral organisations as a share of total
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Eighty per cent of Italy’s total contributions to multilateral organisations in 2020 was allocated to
European Union institutions, the World Bank Group and the United Nations (UN).

Italy - Core and earmarked contributions to multilateral organisations

2020
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The UN system received 11.9% of Italy’s gross ODA to the multilateral system, with a roughly
equal share of core and earmarked contributions. Out of a total volume of USD 425.3 million to the UN
system, the top three UN recipients of Italy’s support (core and earmarked contributions) were: the UN
Secretariat (USD 64.7 million), the UNDPO (USD 30.5 million) and the UNDP (USD 30.3 million).

Italy - Top 10 United Nations recipients 2020
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See the section on Geographic and sectoral focus of ODA for the breakdown of bilateral allocations,
including ODA earmarked through the multilateral development system. Learn more about multilateral
development finance.

Bilateral ODA
In 2020, Italy’s bilateral spending declined compared to the previous year. It provided
USD 1.4 billion of gross bilateral ODA (which includes earmarked contributions to multilateral
organisations). This represented a decrease of 7.2% in real terms from 2019. In 2020, Italy focused most of
its bilateral ODA on the inequality, poverty and education goals of the UN 2030 Agenda.

In 2020, country programmable aid was 46.5% of Italy’s gross bilateral ODA, compared to a DAC country
average of 49.7%. In-donor refugee costs were USD 229.0 million in 2020, a decrease of 50.0% in real
terms over 2019, and represented 5.1% of Italy’s total gross ODA.

Italy disbursed USD 41 250 for triangular co-operation in 2020, with a regional priority on Latin America
and the Caribbean. Ecuador is its main partner country and general environment protection its main focus
sector. Learn more about triangular co-operation and Italy’s projects at the OECD’s voluntary triangular co-
operation project repository.
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Italy - Bilateral ODA by type of expenditure 2020

Gross disbursements, per cent
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Note: NGO: non-governmental organisation.

In 2020, Italy channelled bilateral ODA mainly through the public sector and multilateral
organisations, as earmarked funding. Technical co-operation made up 2.7% of gross ODA in 2020.

Italy - Bilateral ODA by channel of delivery
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Civil society organisations
In 2020, CSOs received USD 206.5 million of gross bilateral ODA. Nine per cent of gross bilateral ODA
was allocated to CSOs as core contributions and 5.9% was channelled through CSOs to implement projects
initiated by the donor (earmarked funding). From 2019 to 2020, the combined core and earmarked
contributions for CSOs decreased as a share of bilateral ODA, from 16.2% to 14.7%. Learn more about ODA
allocations to and through CSOs, civil society engagement in development co-operation, and the DAC
Recommendation on Enabling Civil Society in Development Co-operation and Humanitarian Aid.

Italy - Bilateral ODA provided to CSOs
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Geographic and sectoral focus of ODA
In 2020, Italy’s bilateral ODA was primarily focused on Africa and Latin America and the
Caribbean. USD 499.6 million was allocated to Africa and USD 171.7 million to Latin America and the
Caribbean, accounting respectively for 35.6% and 12.2% of gross bilateral ODA. USD 134.6 million was
allocated to ODA-eligible countries in the Middle East. Africa was also the main regional recipient of Italy’s
earmarked contributions to multilateral organisations.
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Bilateral ODA by recipient country

Italy

In 2020, 26.2% of gross bilateral ODA went to Italy’s top 10 recipients. Its top 10 recipients are priority
partners, except for Libya and Turkey. The share of gross bilateral ODA that was not allocated by country
was 45.4%, mainly due to expenditure for in-donor refugees.

Italy - Spread of bilateral ODA across recipients

Gross disbursements, per cent

Top 10 recipients Recipients 11-20 Other recipients Not allocable by country

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

©OECD.

DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION PROFILES • 8 • Exported on 5 October 2022 – OECD iLibrary – © OECD 2022

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org//development/development-co-operation-profiles_2dcf1367-en


Italy

Italy - Top 10 recipients 2020

Gross disbursements, million USD, current prices
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In 2020, the LDCs received 20.2% of Italy’s gross bilateral ODA (USD 283.1 million). This is slightly
lower than the DAC country average of 24.4%. Italy allocated the highest share of gross bilateral ODA
(20.7%) to lower middle-income countries in 2020, noting that 45.4% was unallocated by income group.
Italy allocated 1.0% of gross bilateral ODA to small island developing states in 2020, equal to
USD 13.4 million.

Italy - Bilateral ODA by income group
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Note: LDC: least developed country; LIC: low-income country; LMIC: lower middle-income country; UMIC: upper middle-income
country; MADCTs: more advanced developing countries and territories.
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Fragile contexts
Support to fragile contexts reached USD 389.9 million in 2020, representing 27.8% of Italy’s gross
bilateral ODA. Nineteen per cent of this ODA was provided in the form of humanitarian assistance,
increasing from 16.8% in 2019, while 6.3% was allocated to peace, a decrease from 9.4% in 2019. Two
per cent went to conflict prevention, a subset of contributions to peace, representing an increase from
1.2% in 2019.

Learn more about support to fragile contexts on the States of Fragility platform.

Italy - Bilateral ODA to fragile contexts - HDP nexus
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Notes: HDP: humanitarian-development-peace. The chart represents only gross bilateral ODA that is allocated by country.

Sectors
In 2020, social infrastructure and services was the largest focus of of Italy’s bilateral ODA.
Investments in this area accounted for 37.1% of bilateral ODA commitments (USD 524.0 million), with a
strong focus on support to education (USD 200.8 million) and health (USD 179.2 million). ODA for other
macro sectors totalled USD 435.1 million, including in-donor refugee costs (USD 229.0 million). Bilateral
humanitarian assistance amounted to USD 157.7 million (11.2% of bilateral ODA). Earmarked contributions
to multilateral organisations focused primarily on economic infrastructure and services and social sectors
in 2020.

In 2020, Italy committed USD 144 000 of bilateral ODA to the mobilisation of domestic resources in
developing countries, amounting to less than 1% of its bilateral allocable aid. Italy also committed
USD 294.6 million (26.1% of its bilateral allocable aid) to promote aid for trade and improve developing
countries’ trade performance and integration into the world economy in 2020.
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Italy - Bilateral ODA by sector 2020
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Gender equality
In 2020, Italy committed 44.4% of its screened bilateral allocable aid to gender equality and women’s
empowerment, as either a principal or significant objective (down from 58.5% in 2019),3 compared with the
2020 DAC country average of 44.6%. This is equal to USD 441.7 million of bilateral ODA in support of
gender equality. The share of screened bilateral allocable aid committed to gender equality and women’s
empowerment as a principal objective was 4.1%, compared with the 2020 DAC country average of 4.8%.
Multi-sector interventions focus less on gender than other sectors. Italy screens the majority of activities
against the DAC gender equality policy marker (88.2% in 2020). Learn more about ODA focused on gender
equality, the DAC Network on Gender Equality and the DAC Recommendation on Ending Sexual
Exploitation in Development Co-operation.
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Italy - Gender focus by sector 2020

Bilateral allocable ODA, commitments, per cent
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Environment
In 2020, Italy committed 58.2% of its total bilateral allocable aid (USD 657.3 million) in support of the
environment and the Rio Conventions (the DAC country average was 38.8%), up from 38.1% in 2019.
Eighteen per cent of screened bilateral allocable aid in 2020 focused on environmental issues as a principal
objective, compared with the DAC country average of 10.8%. Forthy-three per cent of total bilateral
allocable aid (USD 493.6 million) focused on climate change overall, up from 21.1% in 2019 (the DAC
country average was 34%). Italy had a greater focus on adaptation (47%) than on mitigation (39.4%)
in 2020. Learn more about climate-related development finance and the DAC Declaration on Aligning
Development Co-operation with the Goals of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.
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Italy - Climate and environmental focus by sector 2020

Bilateral allocable ODA, commitments, per cent
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Performance against environment and Rio Markers
 2017-18 2019-20

 Constant 2020 USD million %
bilateral allocable Constant 2020 USD million %

bilateral allocable
Environment 484.1 46.1 521.3 52.0
Rio Markers     
Biodiversity 157.4 15.3 207.1 20.6
Desertification 183.4 17.9 84.0 8.5
Climate change
mitigation only

19.1 1.4 33.9 3.0

Climate change
adaptation only

25.6 1.9 64.0 5.7

Both climate
change
adaptation and
mitigation

198.8 14.9 267.2 23.8

Note: Individual Rio Markers should not be added up as this can result in double counting 

The OECD initiative Sustainable Oceans for All shows that Italy committed USD 4.7 million in support of the
conservation and sustainable use of the ocean in 2020, 16.9% less than in 2019. The 2020 value is
equivalent to 0.4% of Italy’s bilateral allocable aid. Learn more about development co-operation in support
of a sustainable ocean economy and the data platform on development finance for a sustainable ocean
economy.

Other financial flows and private finance mobilisation
Italy provides resource flows to developing countries beyond ODA and makes use of leveraging
instruments to mobilise private finance for development.
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Italy - Total net resource flows to developing countries

Million USD, 2020 constant prices
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Italy uses its official development finance to mobilise private finance for development. In 2020, Cassa
Depositi e Prestiti (CDP) mobilised USD 30.8 million from the private sector through syndicated loans.

Italy - Amounts mobilised from the private sector by leveraging
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All of this private finance targeted middle-income countries.
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Italy - Amounts mobilised from the private sector by income group

Million USD, 2020 constant prices
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Note: LMIC: lower middle-income country.

Private finance mobilised by Italy in 2020 related to activities in the agriculture, forestry and fishing sector.
None of this private finance targeted climate change mitigation and/or adaptation.

Learn more about the amounts mobilised from the private sector for development.

Institutional set-up
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (MAECI) is responsible for development
co‑operation oversight, decision making, and co-ordination and political representation internationally in
the broader context of Italy’s support of sustainable development. The Ministry of Economy and Finance is
responsible, in co-ordination with the MAECI, for relations with multilateral development banks and funds
and for debt relief operations. The Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Interior play an increasingly
important role in allocating ODA to multilateral entities and for in-donor refugee costs, respectively.

The Directorate General for Development Cooperation within the MAECI is in charge of planning and
policy making, country programming, multilateral policy, humanitarian assistance, and the provision of
loans. The Italian Agency for Development Cooperation (AICS), which reports to the MAECI, is mandated to
perform technical and operational activities related to the formulation, appraisal, financing,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of programmes and projects. It operates in partner countries
through its 18 country offices.

The CDP is Italy’s development finance institution.
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Italy - Total ODA disbursed through government agencies 2020

Gross disbursements, per cent
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An important mechanism for consulting stakeholders is the National Council for Development Cooperation,
a body established pursuant to Article 16 of Law 125/2014, which brings together over 54 of the main
public and private actors, both profit and non-profit, engaging in co‑operation. CSOs active in development
co-operation co-ordinate through the umbrella body the Italian Alliance for Sustainable Development
(ASviS).

Quality and oversight
Internal systems and processes help ensure the effective delivery of Italy’s development co-operation.
Features of Italy’s systems for quality and oversight provides some select features.

Quality assurance Italy continues to build its approach to results-based management. Robust ex ante quality assurance for
programme design, and ensuring that results data and information are collected and used, remain a
work in progress, according to the 2019 OCD-DAC peer review.

Risk management Italy works with other development partners to identify risks, verify risk-control mechanisms, put in
place mitigation measures, and – if necessary – redirect or repackage programming together with
partners in settings with a high risk of corruption. Italy is updating its anti-corruption plan.

Innovation and adaptation The Italian Agency for Development Cooperation focuses on involving the private sector in
programmes on development innovation.

Results management Italy is establishing its results system, including developing policy guidance on results-based
management amid a new information system. A corporate performance system providing incentives to
staff is in place.

Evaluation The Directorate General for Development Cooperation in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation is responsible for impact evaluation of development co-operation activities.
The evaluation office has two units that work closely with the Italian Agency for Development
Cooperation. Evaluations are guided by a rolling three-year evaluation plan and 2020 guidelines for
impact evaluations. Italy relies on external, independent evaluators that feature on an electronic roster
for service providers. Read more about Italy’s evaluation system. Visit the DAC Evaluation Resource
Centre website for evaluations of Italy’s development co-operation.
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https://asvis.it/asvis-italian-alliance-for-sustainable-development
https://asvis.it/asvis-italian-alliance-for-sustainable-development
https://www.aics.gov.it/home-ita/opportunita/profit/area-imprese/
https://www.esteri.it/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Programma-Triennale-valutazioni-22-24.firmato.pdf
https://www.esteri.it/mae/resource/doc/2020/12/guida_valutazioni.pdf
https://www.esteri.it/mae/resource/doc/2020/12/guida_valutazioni.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/dac/evaluation/network-member-italy.htm
https://www.oecd.org/derec/?hf=5&b=0&r=%2Bf%2Foecd_search_t4_source%2Fitaly&s=score
https://www.oecd.org/derec/?hf=5&b=0&r=%2Bf%2Foecd_search_t4_source%2Fitaly&s=score
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org//development/development-co-operation-profiles_2dcf1367-en


Italy

Effectiveness of development co-operation

Performance against the commitments for effective development co-operation

 

Alignment and ownership by partner country
(%) Predictability (%) Transparency

SDG 17.15 Use
of country-led

results
frameworks

Funding
recorded in
countries’
national
budgets

Funding
through

countries’
systems

Untied
ODA

Annual
predictability

Medium-term
predictability

Retrospective
statistics (OECD

CRS)

Information
for

forecasting
(OECD FSS)

Publishing to
IATI

2016
Round

60.4% 52.9% 50.8% 95.2% 57.8% 60.6% Fair Good

2018
Round

68.5% 79.2% 93.6% 92.2% 58.4% 25.6% Needs
improvement

Good Needs
improvement

Trend ▲ ▲ ▲ ● ▲ ▼ ▼ ●

Notes: Untied ODA figures refer to all bilateral ODA excluding providers’ administrative costs and in-donor refugee costs. The 2018 
Monitoring Round’s figure of untied ODA has been updated with the most recent data available (2019).
Source: Global Partnership 2018 Monitoring Round.

Explore the Monitoring Dashboard of the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation.

Additional resources
2019 OECD-DAC peer review of Italy: www.oecd.org/dac/oecd-development-co-operation-peer-reviews-
italy-2019-b1874a7a-en.htm

Agency for International Development Cooperation (AICS): https://www.aics.gov.it

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation: https://www.esteri.it/en/politica-estera-e-
cooperazione-allo-sviluppo/

Cassa Depositi e Prestiti (CDP): https://www.cdp.it/sitointernet/en/cooperazione_internazionale.page

Italian Alliance for Sustainable Development (ASviS): https://asvis.it/asvis-italian-alliance-for-sustainable-dev
elopment

Italy’s practices on the Development Co-operation TIPs: Tools Insights Practices learning platform: https://w
ww.oecd.org/development-cooperation-learning?tag-key+partner=italy

Member of the OECD Development Assistance Committee since 1960.

The methodological notes provide further details on the definitions and statistical methodologies applied,
including the grant-equivalent methodology, core and earmarked contributions to multilateral
organisations, country programmable aid, channels of delivery, bilateral ODA unspecified/unallocated,
bilateral allocable aid, the gender equality policy marker, and the environment markers.

Notes
1. DAC members adopted the grant-equivalent methodology starting from their reporting of 2018 data as a more accurate way

to count the donor effort in development loans. See the methodological notes for further details.
2. Non-grants include sovereign loans, multilateral loans, equity investment and loans to the private sector.
3. The use of the recommended minimum criteria for the marker by some members in recent years can result in lower levels of

aid reported as being focused on gender equality.
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https://www.effectivecooperation.org/content/gpedc-monitoring-excel-database
http://www.oecd.org/dac/oecd-development-co-operation-peer-reviews-italy-2019-b1874a7a-en.htm
http://www.oecd.org/dac/oecd-development-co-operation-peer-reviews-italy-2019-b1874a7a-en.htm
https://www.aics.gov.it/
https://www.cdp.it/sitointernet/en/cooperazione_internazionale.page
https://asvis.it/asvis-italian-alliance-for-sustainable-development
https://asvis.it/asvis-italian-alliance-for-sustainable-development
https://www.oecd.org/development-cooperation-learning?tag-key+partner=italy
https://www.oecd.org/development-cooperation-learning?tag-key+partner=italy
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/5d646dd8-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/5d646dd8-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/5d646dd8-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/5d646dd8-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org//development/development-co-operation-profiles_2dcf1367-en
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