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Preface 

Recent decades have witnessed an unprecedented growth in demand for natural resources 

and materials. Globally, the use of material resources grew from 27 billion tonnes in 1970 

to 89 billion tonnes in 2017 and it is projected to increase further to 167 billion tonnes in 

2060 (OECD Global Material Resources Outlook to 2060). The environmental 

consequences of material use will be magnified with the projected doubling of greenhouse 

gas emissions, pollution to the soil, water and air and damaging effects on ecosystems. 

Against this background, there is a growing imperative to transition to a more resource 

efficient and circular economy.  

This report summarises key findings and lessons learned in the area of waste, materials 

management and the circular economy from OECD Environmental Performance Reviews 

conducted in 11 countries between 2010 and 2018: Japan (2010); Israel (2011); Norway 

(2011); Slovenia (2012); Colombia (2014); Netherlands (2015); Poland (2015); Korea 

(2017); Estonia (2017); Hungary (2018) and Czech Republic (2018). 

Over this period, countries have become increasingly engaged in promoting policies that 

encourage greater resource efficiency. The report highlights that countries have improved 

their material productivity and waste management practices in the last two decades. 

Countries have also strengthened their policies with regulatory changes and economic 

instruments, mainly designed to drive waste away from landfills, increase recycling and 

reduce waste generation. However, the report stresses that more work need to be done. 

Many countries still lack effective institutional arrangements and accurate data to 

implement a coherent circular economy transition. Enforcement and compliance promotion 

remain important challenges, even in countries with advanced waste management practices.  

The report builds on the wealth of policy analysis of Environmental Performance Reviews 

and Information.  For some countries, information may be more recent than others. Still, 

the policy recommendations emerging from the reviews provide useful lessons for other 

jurisdictions. It is the result of a constructive dialogue of participating countries in the 

OECD Working Party of Environmental Performance. I am confident that this effort will 

be helpful to exchange on good practices and solutions to improve the transition to a 

resource efficient and circular economy. 

 

Rodolfo Lacy 

Director, OECD Environment Directorate 





From:
Waste Management and the Circular Economy in
Selected OECD Countries
Evidence from Environmental Performance Reviews

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264309395-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2019), “Preface”, in Waste Management and the Circular Economy in Selected OECD Countries:
Evidence from Environmental Performance Reviews, OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/cca4ec81-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre français d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

https://doi.org/10.1787/9789264309395-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/cca4ec81-en

	Preface



