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Foreword

Agricultural Policies in OECD Countries: Monitoring and Evaluation 2009 is the

19th edition of a series which is published in alternate years with the shorter version, Agricultural

Policies in OECD Countries: At a Glance. These two publications examine agricultural policies in

OECD countries in response to the request by OECD ministers to monitor and evaluate the

implementation of the principles for agricultural policy reform.

The OECD uses a comprehensive system for measuring and classifying support to agriculture –

the Producer and Consumer Support Estimates (PSEs and CSEs) and related indicators. They provide

insight into the increasingly complex nature of agricultural policy and serve as a basis for OECD’s

agricultural policy monitoring and evaluation.

The Executive Summary synthesises the key findings of the report. Part I provides an overview

of developments in agricultural policies in OECD countries. A special feature of this year’s report is

the impact of the financial and economic crisis on agriculture and the policy responses by

governments. The 2008 US Farm Act, the Health Check of the European Union’s Common

Agricultural Policy and the new Growing Forward policy framework in Canada are also highlighted.

Part I also looks at broad trends in support to agriculture in OECD countries and draws some

conclusions about the progress in agricultural reform. This Part concludes with an overview of agri-

environmental policies in OECD countries. Part II summarises the developments in agricultural

policies in each individual OECD country (with the European Union categorised as one country for

this purpose) and Part III contains detailed background tables with OECD indicators of agricultural

support.

The Executive Summary and Part I are published under the responsibility of the OECD

Committee for Agriculture. The remainder of the report is published under the responsibility of the

Secretary-General of the OECD.
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