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Foreword

OECD Regions and Cities at a Glance shows how regions and cities are progressing toward
stronger economies, better lives for people, and more inclusive societies. The report provides a
comparative picture of trends in economic growth, productivity and entrepreneurship across regions
and metropolitan areas. It also assesses how people’s well-being is changing across regions, both
within and across countries, including progress on closing gender gaps. This edition updates more than
40 region-by-region indicators to measure disparities within countries and their evolution since the
turn of the millennium. The report covers all OECD member countries and, where data are available,
Brazil, Peru, the Russian Federation, Tunisia and South Africa.

There are several new areas of subnational data in this 2018 edition. The report now includes a
chapter entirely focused on metropolitan areas. The title of the publication, which now includes the term
“cities”, reflects the increasing interest of readers in this scale of analysis. New indicators of inequality
and poverty rates at this metropolitan scale are included. To assess the extent to which migrants are
integrated locally, education and labour market outcomes of migrants at the regional scale have been
created. Internationally comparable data on the creation and destruction of firms and the associated
changes in employment at regional level is another new aspect of this edition.

The report is organised into five chapters plus statistical annexes. Chapter 1 provides an
assessment of regional disparities in GDP, productivity and entrepreneurship. Chapter 2 paints a
picture of well-being outcomes across OECD regions in a range of dimensions that matter for people.
Chapter 3 focuses on demographic changes and integration of migrants in regions and includes sections
on gender gaps. Chapter 4 provides an assessment of economic and social conditions in metropolitan
areas, while Chapter 5 focuses on trends in investment and expenditure by subnational governments.

OECD Regions and Cities at a Glance 2018 was produced by the OECD Centre for
Entrepreneurship, SMEs, Regions and Cities, led by Lamia Kamal-Chaoui, Director as part of the
Programme of Work of the Regional Development Policy Committee and its Working Party on Territorial
Indicators. The report was co-ordinated and edited by Paolo Veneri, Head of the Territorial Analysis and
Statistics Unit, under the supervision of Rudiger Ahrend, Head of the Economic Analysis, Statistics and
Multi-level Governance Section. Lead authors for each of the chapters were Lukas Kleine-Rueschkamp
(Chapter 1 and 4), Eric Gonnard (Chapter 2 and 4), Marcos Diaz-Ramirez (Chapter 3 and 4) and
Isabelle Chatry (Chapter 5). Alexandre Banquet and Dimitrios Papaioannou (International Transport
Forum) calculated the indicators pertaining to poverty and access to services in metropolitan areas,
respectively. Milenko Fadic provided statistical input throughout the whole report. Comments provided
by Kate Brooks, Soo-Jin Kim, Alexander Lembcke and Karen Maguire are gratefully acknowledged.
Cicely Dupont-Nivore and Pilar Philip are kindly acknowledged for editing and preparing the report
for publication. Damian Garnys and Janine Treves provided editorial assistance.

OECD REGIONS AND CITIES AT A GLANCE 2018 © OECD 2018 3



From:

» OECD Regions and Cities at a Glance 2018

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/reg_cit_glance-2018-en

@))0ECD

Please cite this chapter as:
OECD (2018), “Foreword”, in OECD Regions and Cities at a Glance 2018, OECD Publishing, Paris.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/reg_cit_glance-2018-1-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre frangais d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

&) OECD


https://doi.org/10.1787/reg_cit_glance-2018-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/reg_cit_glance-2018-1-en

	Foreword



