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Table 1. Internationalisation of public research: typology of national policy initiatives 
and country examples  

   

Types of instrument Country examples

Institutions and 

governance
Guiding documents

Dedicated national strategy 

or plan

Croatia (Action Plan for the Internalisation of Education), Denmark (Action Plan for an 

increased Internationalisation of Danish Higher Education), Finland (Academy of Finland 

International Strategy), Germany (Strategy for the Internationalisation of Higher 

Education Institutions), Ireland (International Education Strategy), Lithuania (Action Plan 

for promoting the internationalisarion of higher education), Netherlands (Higher 

Education Internationalisation Agenda), Norway (Research Council of Norway’s 

Internationalisation Strategy, strategy for research and innovation cooperation with the 

EU, “Panorama” strategy for cooperation in research and higher education), Spain 

(Strategy for the Internationalization of Spanish Universities).

Part of broader national 

strategies or plans

Croatia (Strategy for Education, Science and Technology), France (National Research 

Strategy), Germany (BMBF Framework Programme for the Humanities, Cultural 

Sciences and Social Sciences), Ireland (National Strategy for Higher Education), 

Lithuania (Smart Specialisation Strategy), Poland (Strategy for the Development of 

Human Capital).

Agencies Germany Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), Nordic countries (NordForsk).

Coordination 

arrangements

Belgium (International Coordination Action), France (National Research Alliances), 

Portugal (Protocol with AICEP Global Trade & Investment Agency).

Multilevel contracts

Cross-border 

research agreements
At national level

Chile (CONICYT International Cooperation Programme), Czech Rep. (Kontakt II), 

Greece, Ireland, Mexico (CONACYT agreements), Netherlands (MoU), Norway, 

Slovenia, South Africa, Sweden.

At institution level Colombia, Ireland, Sweden (Research Councils and agencies).

Cross-border 

education 

agreements

Foreign campus China (University of Groningen in Yantai).

Dual degrees

Portugal-US, Colombia-Germany (Young Engineering programme), Germany 

(Integrated International Double Degree Programme), China-Japan-Korea (Campus 

Asia).

Compulsory year(s) of 

study abroad
Germany (Bachelor Plus)

Foreign offices, exchange 

of students and academic 

staff

Germany (International Study and Training Partnerships), Ireland (at institutional level), 

Italy-Germany (Joint Mobility Programme), Portugal (Portugal (International Partnerships 

Programmes, Faculty Exchange Programme)

Evaluation and 

assessment
Performance agreements Austria (universities), France (PRIs), 

Evaluation exercises, 

criteria, labels

Mexico (National Programme of Quality Graduate Programmes), Norway (indicators of 

international cooperation and activity in performance assessment), Russian Fed. 

(National Research University label)

Reform and 

regulation

Degree/ qualification 

recognition

Mutual agreements and 

rules for the recognition of 

foreign degrees (or credits 

acquired abroad)

Europe (Bologna process), Russian Fed. (Federal Law No. 385_FZ)

Recognition of overseas 

qualifications
Germany (Recognition of Qualifications Act 2012), Switzerland.

Revision of 

curriculum/ teaching

Teaching in English or a 

foreign language

Italy (University Reform 2010), Slovenia (National Programme for Higher Education, 

2011-20), Poland (Research & Go! POLAND).

methods Massive Open Online 

Courses (MOOCS)

Admission rules to 

higher education

Rules concerning acces of 

foreign students to 

domestic cursus

Portugal (Status of International Students)

Working regulation 

and conditions

Rules concerning 

sabbaticals

Financial 

support

Joint research 

programming

EU Horizon 2020, Argentina (Argentina-Brazil-Israel-South Africa joint calls), Finland 

(Academy of Finland).

Participation in 

international 

research 

programmes

Colombia (EU H2020 Framework Programme), Czech Rep. (COST programme, 

H2020), Ireland (Educational Research Centre -ERC- support programme), Lithuania 

(H2020, COST). Mexico (H2020), Netherlands (COST), Norway (H2020, COST, HFSP), 

Poland, South Africa (COST), Turkey (International R&D Funding programme).

Funding of 

international R&D 

projects

Finland (Academy of Finland grants), France (National Research Agency), Japan 

(international joint research programme), Mexico (FONCICYT), Poland (Harmonia), 

Russian Fed. (Federal Targeted Programmes), Sweden (Swedish Research Council 

Fund for International Research Collaboration), Turkey (International R&D Funding 

programme).

Funding of 

internationalisation 

activities

Germany (IPID4all), Japan (international joint research programme), New Zealand 

(Catalyst Fund), Poland (KNOW Programme), Russian Fed. (Fund for the international 

competitiveness of Russian leading universities, Federal Universities programme).

Revision of public 

R&D funding 

mechanisms

Revised eligibility and 

allocation criteria

Finland (new funding model for universities), Netherlands (eligibility of foreign 

researchers to NWO R&D grants), Poland (additionnal funding granted for 

internationally co-funded projects), Russian Fed. (National Research University label 

and funding programme).

Non-financial 

support

Promotion activities 

and networking 

services

Campaign, events, web-

based information portal 

and databases

Germany (Research in Germany, Research Map, Kooperation International portal), 

Ireland (Education in Ireland), Netherlands (NUFFIC), Poland (promotional campaigns), 

Sweden (foreign offices).

Participation in 

international 

research 

Networking support, 

awareness and training 

events, one-stop shop

Czech Rep. (H2020), France (H2020 national contact point), Ireland (National Support 

Network), Turkey (H2020 National Coordination Office).

Staff detachment, new job 

positions
Ireland (new staff in research offices).

Training services Poland (Top 500 Innovators training programme).

Platforms and 

infrastructure

International 

research centres

Argentina (Scientific and Technological Pole), Denmark-China (Centre for Education 

and Research).

Centres of 

Excellence
Korea (Institute for Basic Science), Peru (Centers of Excellence).

Large research 

infrastructures

Belgium (FWO Big Science programme), CERN, Korea-United States Collaboration 

Center for Accelerator Science (KUCC), Russian Fed. (6 major research installations), 

ESFRI roadmap.

Clusters France (Higher Education and Research clusters).

Networking 

infrastructures

GÉANT high-speed network, BIOTECSUR Biotechnology Platform (MERCOSUR), UK 

(Knowledge Transfer Networks).
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Financial 

support

Joint research 

programming

EU Horizon 2020, Argentina (Argentina-Brazil-Israel-South Africa joint calls), Finland 

(Academy of Finland).

Participation in 

international research 

programmes

Colombia (EU H2020 Framework Programme), Czech Rep. (COST programme, H2020), 

Ireland (Educational Research Centre -ERC- support programme), Lithuania (H2020, 

COST). Mexico (H2020), Netherlands (COST), Norway (PES, STIM_EU), Poland, South 

Africa (COST), Turkey (International R&D Funding programme).

Funding of 

international R&D 

projects

Finland (Academy of Finland grants), France (National Research Agency), Japan 

(international joint research programme), Mexico (FONCICYT), Poland (Harmonia), Russian 

Fed. (Federal Targeted Programmes), Sweden (Swedish Research Council Fund for 

International Research Collaboration), Turkey (International R&D Funding programme).

Funding of 

internationalisation 

activities

Germany (IPID4all), Japan (international joint research programme), New Zealand (Catalyst 

Fund), Poland (KNOW Programme), Russian Fed. (Fund for the international 

competitiveness of Russian leading universities, Federal Universities programme).

Revision of public 

R&D funding 

mechanisms

Revised eligibility and 

allocation criteria

Finland (new funding model for universities), Netherlands (eligibility of foreign researchers 

to NWO R&D grants), Norway (eligibility of foreign PRIs to domestic funding programmes), 

Poland (additionnal funding granted for internationally co-funded projects), Russian Fed. 

(National Research University label and funding programme).

Non-financial 

support

Promotion activities 

and networking 

services

Campaign, events, web-

based information portal and 

databases

Germany (Research in Germany, Research Map, Kooperation International portal), Ireland 

(Education in Ireland), Netherlands (NUFFIC), Poland (promotional campaigns), Sweden 

(foreign offices).

Participation in 

international research 

programmes

Networking support, 

awareness and training 

events, one-stop shop

Czech Rep. (H2020), France (H2020 national contact point), Ireland (National Support 

Network), Turkey (H2020 National Coordination Office).

Staff detachment, new job 

positions
Ireland (new staff in research offices).

Training services Poland (Top 500 Innovators training programme).

Platforms and 

infrastructure

International research 

centres

Argentina (Scientific and Technological Pole), Denmark-China (Centre for Education and 

Research).

Centres of Excellence Korea (Institute for Basic Science), Peru (Centers of Excellence).

Large research 

infrastructures

Belgium (FWO Big Science programme), CERN, Korea-United States Collaboration Center 

for Accelerator Science (KUCC), Russian Fed. (6 major research installations), ESFRI 

roadmap.

Clusters France (Higher Education and Research clusters).

Networking 

infrastructures

GÉANT high-speed network, BIOTECSUR Biotechnology Platform (MERCOSUR), UK 

(Knowledge Transfer Networks).

https://www.innovationpolicyplatform.org/topic-menu/sti-policy-database
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Recent policy trends  

Figure 1. Internationalisation of public research among other areas of STI policy 
change, 2014-16 

Percentage of policy initiatives that have been newly introduced, revised or repealed over the 

period 
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