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2. REGIONS AS DRIVERS OF NATIONAL COMPETITIVENESS

Regional contribution to population change

During the past 20 years, the population in OECD countries
grew on average 0.6% per year, reaching 1.2 billion in 2012.
According to the OECD classification of small regions (TL3),
regional population ranges from about 450 inhabitants in
Balance ACT (Australia) to more than 23 million in the
region of New York-Newark-Bridgeport (United States).

Over the same time period, population growth in emerging
economies (Brazil, China, India, the Russian Federation and
South Africa) was 0.9% yearly. The largest TL2 region,
the State of Uttar Pradesh in India, exceeded 204 million
people in 2012.

In OECD countries, almost 60% of population growth is
accounted for by just 10% of regions which represent one-
third of the OECD population. The regional contribution to
population growth is particularly concentrated in Canada,
Japan, Finland and Korea. Among emerging economies, the
concentration of population in a few regions is the highest
in the Russian Federation (Figure 2.8).

The share of the population living in predominantly urban
regions increased in 23 OECD countries and significantly in
Ireland, Turkey, New Zealand, Canada and Finland (more
than three percentage points) in the past 17 years. Among
the countries which decreased the share of urban popula-
tion, in Hungary and Estonia intermediate regions have
increased their share of population in recent years, while in
the United States, Chile and Poland rural regions have
gained in population shares (Figure 2.9).

In many countries, predominantly rural remote regions
displayed a net decrease of population, or smaller popula-
tion growth, than any other type of region. This was not the
case in Ireland and Switzerland where the annual popula-

tion growth in remote rural regions was higher than that in
rural regions close to a city in the period 1995-2012
(Figure 2.10).

The share of population in predominantly urban regions
exceeded 40% in Brazil and South Africa in 2010. Around
115 million people moved to predominantly urban regions
in China in the period 2000-10 (Figure 2.11).

Source

OECD (2013), OECD Regional Statistics (database),
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/region-data-en.

See Annexes A and B for definition, data sources and coun-
try-related metadata.

Reference years and territorial level

1995-2012; TL3.

TL2 regions in Israel, Brazil, China, Colombia, India, the
Russian Federation and South Africa.

Further information

OECD regional grids,
www.oecd.org/gov/regional/statisticsindicators.

Interactive maps and graphs: http://rag.oecd.org.

Figure notes

2.8 to 2.10: Latest available year 2011 for Australia, China,
and South Africa; 2010 for Mexico and Indonesia. First
available year 1996 for Australia and Canada; 1998 for
China; 2001 for India; 2002 for Slovak Republic. Denmark is
not included for lack of time series.

2.8: Estonia and Hungary are not included because of aver-
age decrease in population between 1995 and 2012.

2.9: No predominantly urban regions in Iceland and Slovenia.

2.11:The OECD typology is here applied to Brazil, South Africa
and China (elaborations of the Chinese Academy of Social
Science, based on Census data 2010). For lack of data on pop-
ulation and area in small communities, the national defini-
tion is used for India that distinguishes only between rural
and urban population (Ministry of Statistics and Program
Implementation of India).

Information on data for Israel:
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932315602.

Definition

OECD has classified regions within each member coun-
try to facilitate comparability at the same territorial
level. The classification is based on two territorial levels:
the higher level (TL2) consists of 363 larger regions and
the lower level (TL3) consists of 1 802 smaller regions.
These 2 levels are used as a framework for implement-
ing regional policies in most countries.

In Brazil, Colombia, China, India and the Russian
Federation only TL2 large regions have been identified.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/region-data-en
http://www.oecd.org/gov/regional/statisticsindicators
http://rag.oecd.org/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932315602
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2.8. Per cent of the national population growth by top 10%
TL3 regions ranked by regional increase, 1995-2012

1 2 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932913304
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2.9. Percentage point change of population living in
predominantly urban regions, 1995-2012
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2.10. Annual growth rate of population by type of region,
1995-2012
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2.11. Population by type of region, 2010 and new urban
population, 2000-10: OECD and emerging economies
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