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4. NET PENSION WEALTH

Because net pension wealth is expressed as a
multiple of individual gross earnings, it is either less
(if there is some tax liability during retirement) or the
same (if pensions are not taxed or pension income is
below tax thresholds) as gross pension wealth. This is
shown in the two figures. For example, pension
wealth is the same, in both net and gross terms, in the
Slovak Republic and Turkey because pensions are not
taxable.

The levels of pension wealth change significantly
when measured on a net rather than a gross basis as
do the country rankings. For example, Denmark has
the third highest gross pension wealth for countries
within the OECD for an average earner compared with
the ninth highest measured on a net basis. The net to
gross pension wealth ratio in Denmark is 68%. The sit-
uation is similar in the other four Nordic countries, as
well as in Austria, Italy, Luxembourg and the
Netherlands, where retirees face a substantial tax
burden. In part, this reflects the high level of the gross
replacement rate from the mandatory system. But it
also results from the levels of taxation in the economy
as whole. As a result the differences in net pension
wealth levels are much smaller than the differences in
gross pension wealth between countries.

Impact of individual earnings

Low earners would not be liable for taxes or pay
less than 1% in tax and contributions in nine OECD
countries. In nine countries there is no or very low tax
liability on pensions for average earners.

For high earners there is less variation in the
results, with the majority of countries showing net
pension wealth in the range of four to nine times
annual earnings. The main exceptions to this are
Luxembourg and the Netherlands at 11 times
earnings for men and around 12.5 times for women.
The lowest figure is for the United Kingdom: 3.4 times
earnings for men and 3.7 for women.

For the non-OECD economies, net and gross
pension wealth are the same in Brazil, China, India,
Indonesia, the Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia and
South Africa. As with the gross pension wealth calcu-
lation, there is a wide range among these countries,
with South Africa at 1.3 times average earnings for
men and 1.6 for women and Saudi Arabia with the
highest of any country at 18.4 times average earnings
for men and 19.3 for women.

It is important to note that these calculations
look at the benefit side of the pension system only.
The impact of taxes and contributions paid by people
of working age on living standards during retirement
relative to when working work are discussed above in
the indicator of “Net pension replacement rates”.

Definition and measurement
Net pension wealth is the present value of the

flow of pension benefits, taking account of the taxes
and social security contributions that retirees have to
pay on their pensions. It is measured and expressed
as a multiple of gross annual individual earnings in
the respective country. The reason for using gross
earnings as the comparator is to isolate the effects of
taxes and contribution paid in retirement from those
paid when working. This definition means that gross
and net pension wealth are the same where people
are not liable for contributions and income taxes on
their pensions.

Taxes and contributions paid by pensioners are
calculated conditional on the mandatory pension
benefit to which individuals are entitled at different
levels of earnings. The calculations take account of all
standard tax allowances and tax reliefs as well as
concessions granted either to pension income or to
people of pension age.

Details of the rules that national tax systems
apply to pensioners can be found in the on-line country
profiles at www.oecd.org/pensions/pensionsataglance.htm.

Key results

Net pension wealth, like the equivalent indicator in gross terms, shows the present value of the lifetime
flow of pension benefits. But it also takes account of taxes and contribution paid on retirement incomes.
Both figures for pension wealth are expressed as a multiple of individual gross earnings.

For average earners, net pension wealth for OECD countries averages 8.1 times gross individual earnings
for men and 9.3 for women. Values are higher for women than men, due mainly to differences in life
expectancy between the sexes.

http://www.oecd.org/pensions/pensionsataglance.htm
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4.15. Net pension wealth by earnings

Multiple of individual annual gross earnings Multiple of individual annual gross earnings

0.5 1.0 1.5 0.5 1.0 1.5 0.5 1.0 1.5 0.5 1.0 1.5

Men Women Men Women

OECD members OECD members (cont.)

Australia 17.3 9.3 6.6 19.0 9.7 6.6 Norway 13.6 8.5 6.4 15.8 9.8 7.3

Austria 9.8 8.3 7.4 10.8 9.1 8.2 Poland 6.5 6.2 6.1 7.7 7.3 7.2

Belgium 9.9 6.0 3.9 11.3 6.9 4.5 Portugal 9.7 7.3 7.5 11.2 8.5 8.4

Canada 12.9 7.3 4.9 14.6 8.3 5.5 Slovak Republic 9.9 8.8 8.5 11.7 10.4 10.0

Chile 8.7 6.2 5.3 9.6 6.4 5.3 Slovenia 13.5 8.5 7.7 17.3 10.9 9.9

Czech Republic 12.0 7.1 5.5 14.0 8.2 6.3 Spain 12.0 10.8 10.2 14.0 12.6 11.9

Denmark 14.4 8.8 7.0 16.1 9.9 7.8 Sweden 9.8 7.4 8.6 10.9 8.3 9.6

Estonia 10.1 7.5 6.5 12.8 9.4 8.2 Switzerland 10.7 9.4 6.3 12.5 10.9 7.3

Finland 10.0 7.6 7.0 11.8 9.0 8.3 Turkey 11.6 10.2 10.2 13.4 11.8 11.8

France 9.7 8.3 6.6 11.6 9.9 7.9 United Kingdom 8.6 4.9 3.4 9.4 5.4 3.7

Germany 7.4 6.7 6.1 8.6 7.8 7.1 United States 7.5 5.6 4.8 8.4 6.3 5.3

Greece 11.9 8.4 7.3 13.3 9.4 8.1 OECD34 11.4 8.1 6.9 13.1 9.3 7.8

Hungary 8.8 8.8 8.7 10.5 10.5 10.3

Iceland 13.3 9.0 8.2 14.8 10.0 9.0 Other major economies

Ireland 13.8 6.9 4.6 15.7 7.9 5.2 Argentina 17.1 13.4 12.1 21.5 16.6 14.9

Israel 16.5 11.1 7.4 18.0 12.0 8.0 Brazil 15.5 16.1 17.3 18.2 18.9 20.3

Italy 10.9 9.5 8.9 12.5 10.8 10.1 China 19.1 15.2 13.9 19.7 15.3 13.8

Japan 8.0 5.9 4.9 9.3 6.8 5.7 India 12.4 9.3 8.2 13.0 9.6 8.4

Korea 10.6 7.0 5.2 12.3 8.2 6.0 Indonesia 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6 2.6

Luxembourg 18.6 12.7 11.1 21.4 14.6 12.7 Russian Federation 9.5 7.9 7.3 13.3 10.8 10.0

Mexico 9.4 4.8 4.6 10.2 5.1 4.6 Saudi Arabia 18.4 18.4 18.4 19.3 19.3 19.3

Netherlands 14.6 12.1 10.8 16.7 14.0 12.4 South Africa 2.6 1.3 0.9 3.3 1.6 1.1

New Zealand 15.4 7.7 5.1 17.3 8.6 5.8 EU27 10.8 8.4 7.3 12.6 9.8 8.5

Source: OECD pension models.
1 2 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932907490

4.16. Gross versus net pension wealth by sex, average earner

Note: The scales of both figures have been capped at pension wealth of 15 times individual earnings, which excludes Brazil, China, the
Netherlands and Saudi Arabia from both figures and Argentina and Luxembourg from the figure for women.
Source: OECD pension models.

1 2 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932907509

2.5 2.55.0 5.07.5 7.510.0 10.012.5 12.515.0 15.0

15.0

2.5

5.0

7.5

10.0

12.5

15.0

2.5

5.0

7.5

10.0

12.5

CHL
BEL

ISR
TUR

ITA
HUN

CHE

DNKISL

FRA
NOR
AUT

SWENZL
DEU

PRT

CZE

FIN

JPN
IRL

KOR
CAN

SVN
RUS

SVK
EST

AUS
IND

GRC

MEX

IDN

POL

ESP

GBR
USA

ARG

IND
AUS

DNK
CHE
HUN

IDN

ISR

ITA

LUX

GBR

ESP

ISL

TUR

MEX

USA
JPN

POL
IRL
KOR
CAN

EST
RUS

SVN
SVK FRA

NOR

NZL

BEL
CHL

DEU
CZE

PRT

SWE GRC

AUT

FIN

Gross pension wealth
(multiple of individual earnings)

Gross pension wealth
(multiple of individual earnings)

Net pension wealth (multiple of individual earnings) Net pension wealth (multiple of individual earnings)  
Men Women

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932907490
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932907509


From:
Pensions at a Glance 2013
OECD and G20 Indicators

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/pension_glance-2013-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2013), “Net pension wealth”, in Pensions at a Glance 2013: OECD and G20 Indicators, OECD
Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/pension_glance-2013-19-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre français d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

https://doi.org/10.1787/pension_glance-2013-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/pension_glance-2013-19-en

