
 

Key Employment Statistics

How does your country compare?
How do OECD labour markets perform?

Detailed tables on all OECD countries with key indicators on labour market outcomes 
and policies and how they compare with the OECD average.

How to link to the tables? Free access at
www.oecd.org/employment/keystatistics

i.e. You need to know how does AUSTRALIA compare?

Labour market outcomes – Australia

Unit 1998 2007 2008
2008

OECD total

Unemployment rate % of labour force 7.8 4.4 4.3 6.0

Youth unemployment rate % of youth labour force (15-24) 14.6 9.4 8.9 12.4

Long-term unemployment (12 months and over) % of total unemployment 29.7 15.4 14.9 25.9

Employment rate % of working age population 67.9 72.8 73.2 66.5

Employment rate of women % of female population (15-64) 59.6 66.1 66.7 57.5

Employment rate of older workers % of population aged 55-64 43.9 56.6 57.4 53.6

Temporary employment % of dependent employment 4.6 . . . . 12.3

Part-time employment % of total employment . . 23.7 23.8 15.5

Average annual working time Hours per worker 1 788 1 717 1 721 1 766

Average annual wage 2007 USD PPPs 37 020 42 019 . . . .

Growth of real GDP % change from previous year 5.1 4.2 2.3 0.8

Employment growth % change from previous year 1.7 2.9 2.1 0.7

Wage growth % change from previous year 1.8 1.1 . . . .

Labour market policies and institutions – Australia

Unit (earlier, latest years) Earlier year Latest year
Latest year
OECD total

Public expenditure on labour market policies

Active measures % of GDP (1998, 2007) 0.4 0.3 0.6

Passive measures % of GDP (1998, 2007) 1.1 0.4 0.8

Ratio of minimum to median wage Ratio (1999, 2007) 0.60 0.54 0.46

Employment protection (EP)

Overall EP strictness Scale 0-6 (1998, 2008) 1.5 1.4 2.1

EP strictness for regular employment Scale 0-6 (1998, 2008) 1.5 1.4 2.1

EP strictness for temporary employment Scale 0-6 (1998, 2008) 0.9 0.9 1.8

Additional requirements for collective dissmissals Scale 0-6 (1998, 2008) 2.9 2.9 3.0

Labour taxes (for a single person without children)

At 100% of the average wage % of labour costs (2000, 2008) 30.6 26.9 37.4

At 67% of the average wage % of labour costs (2000, 2008) 25.4 21.9 33.5

Unemployment benefits % of previous earnings (1997, 2007) 26.5 20.2 24.7

Union membership % of employees (1997, 2007) 29.6 18.5 . .

NEW



From:
OECD Employment Outlook 2009
Tackling the Jobs Crisis

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/empl_outlook-2009-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2009), “Key Employment Statistics”, in OECD Employment Outlook 2009: Tackling the Jobs Crisis,
OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/empl_outlook-2009-7-en

This document, as well as any data and map included herein, are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any
territory, to the delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area. Extracts from
publications may be subject to additional disclaimers, which are set out in the complete version of the publication, available at
the link provided.

The use of this work, whether digital or print, is governed by the Terms and Conditions to be found at
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions.

https://doi.org/10.1787/empl_outlook-2009-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/empl_outlook-2009-7-en
http://www.oecd.org/termsandconditions

	Key Employment Statistics
	Labour market outcomes – Australia
	Labour market policies and institutions – Australia




