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Foreword

This first edition of Government at a Glance: Latin America and the Caribbean 2014: Towards

Innovative Public Financial Management provides internationally comparable data on government activities

and their results for the LAC region. By showcasing a dashboard of key indicators it is aimed at helping policy

makers and citizens analyse the relative performance of governments and, when possible, benchmark against

OECD member countries. The 31 indicators cover key aspects of public financial management and governance,

such as public finance and economics, public employment and pay, budgeting practices and procedures and

public procurement.

This research was led by Zsuzsanna Lonti (OECD) and Gilberto Chona (IDB) under the direction of Rolf Alter

(OECD), Mario Marcel (OECD), Edwin Lau (OECD) Vicente Fretes (IDB) and Gustavo Garcia (IDB). It was drafted

by Santiago González (OECD), Alessandro Lupi (OECD), and Natalia Rezai (IDB). Comments were received from

Edwin Lau (OECD), Gustavo García (IDB) and Carlos Pimenta (IDB) (Chapter 1); Camila Vammalle (OECD),

Luiz Villela (IDB), Fernando Velayos (IDB) and Alberto Barreix (IDB) (Chapter 2); Maya Beauvallet (OECD),

Alice Lazzati (OECD) and Opheline Chevalier (IDB) (Chapter 3); Ronnie Downes (OECD), Camila Vammalle

(OECD), Ian Hawkesworth (OECD), Lisa von Trapp (OECD), James Sheppard (OECD), Marco Varea (IDB),

Edna Armendariz (IDB), Gerardo Reyes (IDB), Mikel Tejada (IDB) and Roberto Martirene (in memoriam)

(Chapter 4); Despina Pachnou (OECD), María Emma Cantera (OECD), Leslie Harper (IDB), Daniel Sánchez (IDB)

and Ana Cristina Calderón (IDB) (Chapter 5). We thank Natalia Nolan-Flecha, Lia Beyeler, Laura Boutin,

Kate Lancaster, Sophie Limoges, Zoltan Mikolas, Alberto Magnet (IDB), Claudia M. Pasquetti (IDB) and

Sarah Schineller (IDB) for their help in preparing, editing and translating this publication.

This joint publication between the OECD and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) is the result of

contributions from a wide range of sources and expertise. It was financed by the IDB and it greatly benefited

from inputs provided by the Network of Senior Budget Officials for Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC SBO)

and its co-ordinator Roberto García-López. The authors express their gratitude to country officials from

Latin America and the Caribbean who replied to the surveys and helped during the data cleaning and validation

process. Furthermore, we thank the IDB country representatives and country economists, who assisted

whenever a question arose, and facilitated channels of communication with government authorities.
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