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Foreword 

Viet Nam has experienced rapid urbanisation. This urbanisation has contributed to the 
process of the Doi Moi reform since 1986 and the subsequent economic and social 
transformation of the country with a high economic growth of 7% on average in recent 
decades. However, Viet Nam is also faced with acute urban challenges including an 
unskilled labour force, an unstable job market in cities, a lack of urban infrastructure, 
serious flood risks, and weak institutional capacity. These challenges require that policies 
across a range of sectors be aligned. While many national policies affect urban 
development, they are rarely looked at through an “urban lens”. 

The OECD Urban Policy Review of Viet Nam provides a comprehensive assessment 
of Viet Nam’s urban policies and analyses how national spatial planning for urban areas, 
along with specific sectoral policies, directly and indirectly affect Viet Nam’s urban 
development. It points to a number of policy areas which Viet Nam can tap into, in order 
to fully capitalise on the unique opportunities that its urbanisation process may bring 
about, including urban transport, housing, land, the quality of urban environment, and 
urban green growth. The review also assesses the efficiency and effectiveness of current 
urban governance arrangements, and makes recommendations for Viet Nam to develop 
an attractive and well-managed system of large and medium-sized cities, thereby 
contributing to achieving its sustainable development objectives.  

OECD Urban Policy Reviews are conducted by the OECD Regional Development 
Policy Committee through its Working Party on Urban Policy, a unique forum for 
international exchange and debate. The OECD reviews follow a consistent methodology 
that features cross-national comparisons and recommendations on the integration of 
sectoral policies into urban development policy, planning and programmes. The OECD 
has previously carried out six Urban Policy Reviews: Poland (2011), Korea (2012), Chile 
(2013), People’s Republic of China (2015), Mexico (2015) and Kazakhstan (2017).  
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