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Exports by enterprise size class

Key facts

– In the majority of countries, more than 50% of total
exports are accounted for by enterprises with 250
employees or more. The share of exports provided by the
smallest firms (micro enterprises) varies from 3% (in
Norway) to 17% (in Denmark).

– Most enterprises are not exporters: in all countries, fewer
than 10% of firms are exporters. The propensity to export
increases with enterprise size. Across countries, less
than 5% of micro-enterprises are exporters while typi-
cally half of large enterprises export.

– The average value of export per firm increases with
enterprise size; Canada, Germany and the United States
have the highest average values.

Relevance

Companies are increasingly engaging in global value chains
to generate growth by specialising in specific tasks. Develo-
ping policies that allow smaller companies to engage either
directly or indirectly into global value chains is high on the
policy agenda.

Comparability

Trade statistics by enterprise characteristics are developed
by linking firms identified in trade registers to the same
firms in business registers.

In European countries the enterprise is used as the statisti-
cal unit, while the establishment is used in Canada and the
United States.

For EU member states, data on intra-EU and extra-EU exports
are treated separately, owing to different data collection sys-
tems and thresholds. For Figure 2.12, total exports are com-
piled by adding intra-EU and extra-EU exports.

Some differences may also arise due to the way in which
countries compile international merchandise trade statis-
tics. The general trade system, used by Canada, Czech Repu-
blic, Denmark, Estonia, Norway, Slovenia, United Kingdom
and the United States, is recommended by the Interna-
tional Merchandise Trade Statistics (IMTS) manual and
includes all goods that cross the national frontier including
goods that are imported into and exported from custom-
bonded warehouses and free zones. The general trade system
is in use “when the statistical territory of a country coin-
cides with its economic territory so that imports include all
goods entering the economic territory of a compiling coun-
try and exports include all goods leaving the economic ter-
ritory of a compiling country”. The special trade system is
recommended by Eurostat and covers goods that cross the
customs frontier plus goods that are imported into and
exported from custom-bonded areas. The special trade sys-
tem is in use when the statistical territory comprises only a
particular part of the economic territory.

Data are presented by enterprise size classes of employees.

Data cover ISIC Revision 4 sectors: industry, wholesale,
retail trade and repair, and other services. For Israel and
Norway data are in ISIC Revision 3.

Source/Online database

OECD Trade by Enterprise Characteristics Database (TEC).

For further reading

Eurostat (2007) , “External Trade by Enterpr ise
Characteristics”, Luxembourg.

OECD (2011), “Selling to Foreign Markets: a Portrait of OECD
Exporters”, Statistics Brief No. 16, www.oecd.org/std/
47014723.pdf.

OECD (2010), Structural and Demographic Business Statistics,
OECD Publishing, Paris, http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/
9789264072886-en.

United Nations (2011), International Merchandise Trade
Statistics: Concept and Definitions 2010 (IMTS 2010), http://
unstats.un .org/unsd/ t rade/EG- IMTS/
IMTS%202010%20%28English%29.pdf.

Definitions

Exports refer to the outward flows of goods subtracted
from the stock of material resources of a country.
Goods simply being transported through a country
(goods in transit) or temporarily admitted or with-
drawn (except for goods for inward or outward pro-
cessing) do not add to or subtract from the stock of
material resources of a country and are not included
in the international merchandise trade statistics
(International Merchandise Trade Statistics: Concept and
Definitions 2010, United Nations).

Figure 2.12 shows the merchandise exports of enter-
prises in each size class as a percentage of exports of
all enterprises. For EU countries the population of the
numerator and denominator refers only to enter-
prises exporting extra-EU.

Figure 2.13 presents the value (in million US dollar) of
exports divided by exporting enterprises, by size
class.
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Figure 2.12. Exports by enterprise size class
Percentage of exports of all exporting enterprises, values in US dollars, 2010 or latest available year

1 2 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932828393

Figure 2.13. Average value of exports per firm, by enterprise size class
In million US dollar, 2010 or latest available year

1 2 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932828412

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100
%

0-9 10-49 50-249 250+ Unknown

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

0- 9 10- 49 50+ TOTAL

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932828393
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932828412


From:
Entrepreneurship at a Glance 2013

Access the complete publication at:
https://doi.org/10.1787/entrepreneur_aag-2013-en

Please cite this chapter as:

OECD (2013), “Exports by enterprise size class”, in Entrepreneurship at a Glance 2013, OECD Publishing,
Paris.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1787/entrepreneur_aag-2013-11-en

This work is published under the responsibility of the Secretary-General of the OECD. The opinions expressed and arguments
employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of OECD member countries.

This document and any map included herein are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the
delimitation of international frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area.

You can copy, download or print OECD content for your own use, and you can include excerpts from OECD publications,
databases and multimedia products in your own documents, presentations, blogs, websites and teaching materials, provided
that suitable acknowledgment of OECD as source and copyright owner is given. All requests for public or commercial use and
translation rights should be submitted to rights@oecd.org. Requests for permission to photocopy portions of this material for
public or commercial use shall be addressed directly to the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC) at info@copyright.com or the
Centre français d’exploitation du droit de copie (CFC) at contact@cfcopies.com.

https://doi.org/10.1787/entrepreneur_aag-2013-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/entrepreneur_aag-2013-11-en



