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21. EDUCATION: STUDENT ENROLMENTS IN TERTIARY EDUCATION

21. Education: student enrolments in tertiary education

A highly educated labour force is a major factor
in determining regional competitiveness. The
enrolment ratio is a commonly used measure of the
level of participation in tertiary level education.

Korea outperforms in terms of education
Figure 21.1 shows regional variations in

tertiary education enrolment rates in 2003. The
Czech Republic has the largest disparities in
enrolment rates: the capital (Prague) has the
highest rate (94) and the surrounding region
(Stredni Cechy) has the lowest (3). The countries
with the smallest disparities are the Netherlands
and Japan. Korea has the region with the highest
enrolment rate of all OECD regions (96 per 1 000 in
Chungcheong). Moreover, the lowest regional

enrolment rate in Korea (52) is above the highest
regional rate in several OECD countries. 

Urban regions enjoy the highest 
enrolment rates

In most OECD countries the correlation
between student enrolment rates in tertiary
education and the share of population by type of
region (urban, intermediate and rural) (Figure 21.2)
is positive for urban regions, as universities tend to
be concentrated in large urban centres. In rural
regions the correlation is negative for most
countries (except for the Slovak Republic, the Czech
Republic, the United Kingdom, Korea, Spain and
Mexico). For intermediate regions the coefficient is
positive in 12 countries out of the 27 considered.

21.1. The Czech Republic is the country with 
the highest disparities in enrolment rates

Range of variation in the number of students enrolled in tertiary 
education per 1 000 population, 2003 (TL2)

21.2. In most OECD countries tertiary education 
institutions tend to be concentrated in urban regions

Spearman correlation between student enrollment rate 
and share of population by regional type, 2003 (TL2)
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Definition

Total enrolment is defined as the number of students, regardless of age, enrolled in all types of schools
and educational institutions in the region, including public, private and all other institutions that provide
organised tertiary level (ISCED 5-6) educational programmes.
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21. EDUCATION: STUDENT ENROLMENTS IN TERTIARY EDUCATION

21.3. Student enrolments in tertiary education: Asia and Oceania
Number of students per 1 000 population, 2003

12 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/165846477157



OECD REGIONS AT A GLANCE 2007 – ISBN 978-92-64-00987-5 – © OECD 2007126

21. EDUCATION: STUDENT ENROLMENTS IN TERTIARY EDUCATION

21.4. Student enrolments in tertiary education: Europe
Number of students per 1 000 population, 2003
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21. EDUCATION: STUDENT ENROLMENTS IN TERTIARY EDUCATION

21.5. Student enrolments in tertiary education: North America
Number of students per 1 000 population, 2003
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Symbols and Abbreviations

OECD (25) average Unweighted average of 25 OECD countries.

OECD (25) total Sum over all regions of 25 OECD countries.

OECD (25) Range of variation over all regions of 25 OECD countries.

TL2 Territorial Level 2.

TL3 Territorial Level 3

NOG Non Official Grid

* Differences in the definition of data or regions. Please check the 

“Sources and Methodology” section.

PU Predominantly Urban

IN Intermediate

PR Predominantly Rural

PPP Purchasing Power Parity

USD United States Dollar
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