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Education Indicators in Focus

Education Indicators in Focus is a series of OECD briefs that highlight specific indicators in Education at a Glance that 
are of particular interest to policy makers and practitioners. These briefs provide a detailed look into current issues 
in pre-primary, primary and secondary education, higher education, and adult outcomes from a global perspective. 
They contain an engaging mix of text, tables and charts that describe the international context of the most pressing 
questions in education policy and practice.

The complete series is available at:
English: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/22267077
French: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/22267093

“How do differences in social and cultural background influence access to higher education and the completion 
of studies?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 35 (2015) 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jrs703c47s1-en

“What are the advantages today of having an upper secondary qualification?”, Education Indicators in Focus, 
No. 34 (2015)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jrw5p4jn426-en

“Focus on vocational education and training (VET) programmes”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 33 (2015)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jrxtk4cg7wg-en

“Are education and skills being distributed more inclusively?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 32 (2015)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5js0bsgdtr28-en

“How is the global talent pool changing (2013, 2030)?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 31 (2015) 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5js33lf9jk41-en

“Education and employment: What are the gender differences?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 30 (2015)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5js4q17gg540-en

“How much time do teachers spend on teaching and non-teaching activities?”, Education Indicators in Focus, 
No. 29 (2015)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5js64kndz1f3-en

“Are young people attaining higher levels of education than their parents?”, Education Indicators in Focus, 
No. 28 (2015)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5js7lx8zx90r-en

“What are the earnings advantages from education?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 27 (2014) 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jxrcllj8pwl-en

“Learning Begets Learning: Adult Participation in Lifelong Education”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 26 
(2014)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jxsvvmr9z8n-en

“Who are the doctorate holders and where do their qualifications lead them?”, Education Indicators in Focus, 
No. 25 (2014)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jxv8xsvp1g2-en

“How innovative is the education sector?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 24 (2014) 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jz1157b915d-en

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/22267077
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/22267093
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jrs703c47s1-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jrw5p4jn426-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jrxtk4cg7wg-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5js0bsgdtr28-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5js33lf9jk41-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5js4q17gg540-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5js64kndz1f3-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5js7lx8zx90r-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jxrcllj8pwl-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jxsvvmr9z8n-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jxv8xsvp1g2-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jz1157b915d-en


Education Indicators in Focus

Education at a Glance 2015: OECD Indicators   © OECD 2015562

“At what age do university students earn their first degree?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 23 (2014)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jz3wl5rvjtk-en

“How much time do primary and lower secondary students spend in the classroom?”, Education Indicators in 
Focus, No. 22 (2014)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jz44fnl1t6k-en

“How much are teachers paid and how much does it matter?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 21 (2014)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jz6wn8xjvvh-en

“How old are the teachers?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 20 (2014) 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jz76b5dhsnx-en

“What are tertiary students choosing to study?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 19 (2014) 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jz8ssmzg5q4-en

“What is the impact of the economic crisis on public education spending?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 18 
(2013)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jzbb2sprz20-en

“Does upper secondary vocational education and training improve the prospects of young adults?”, Education 
Indicators in Focus, No. 17 (2013)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jzbb2st885l-en

“How can countries best produce a highly-qualified young labour force?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 16 
(2013)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5k3wb8khp3zn-en

“How are university students changing?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 15 (2013) 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5k3z04ch3d5c-en

“How is international student mobility shaping up?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 14 (2013) 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5k43k8r4k821-en

“How difficult is it to move from school to work?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 13 (2013) 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5k44zcplv70q-en

“Which factors determine the level of expenditure on teaching staff?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 12 
(2013)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5k4818h3l242-en

“How do early childhood education and care (ECEC) policies, systems and quality vary across OECD countries?”, 
Education Indicators in Focus, No. 11 (2013)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5k49czkz4bq2-en

“What are the social benefits of education?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 10 (2013) 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5k4ddxnl39vk-en

“How does class size vary around the world?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 9 (2012) 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5k8x7gvpr9jc-en

“Is increasing private expenditure, especially in tertiary education, associated with less public funding and less 
equitable access?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 8 (2012) 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5k8zs43nlm42-en

“How well are countries educating young people to the level needed for a job and a living wage?”, Education 
Indicators in Focus, No. 7 (2012)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5k91d4fsqj0w-en

“What are the returns on higher education for individuals and countries?”, Education Indicators in Focus, 
No. 6 (2012) 
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“How is the global talent pool changing?”, Education Indicators in Focus, No. 5 (2012) 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5k97krns40d4-en
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“How are countries around the world supporting students in higher education?”, Education Indicators in Focus, 
No. 2 (2012)
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Education at a Glance 2015
OECD INDICATORS

Education at a Glance: OECD Indicators is the authoritative source for information on the state of education 
around the world. It provides data on the structure, finances and performance of education systems  
in the 34 OECD countries and a number of partner countries.

With more than 100 charts, 150 tables and links to another 150 tables on line, Education at a Glance 2015 
provides key information on the output of educational institutions; the impact of learning across countries; 
the financial and human resources invested in education; access, participation and progression in education; 
and the learning environment and organisation of schools.

New material in the 2015 edition includes:

• 2014 data on educational attainment and participation in the labour market and 2015 data on instruction 
time, and on appraisal, evaluation and assessment mechanisms; 

• more detailed analysis of participation in early childhood and tertiary levels of education;

• indicators on the impact of skills on employment and earnings, gender differences in education  
and employment, and teacher and school leader appraisal systems;

• analysis of first generation tertiary-educated adults and their educational and social mobility, labour market 
outcomes for recent graduates, and participation in employer-sponsored formal and/or non-formal education;

• data and analysis on the skills and readiness to use information and communication technology for problem 
solving in teaching and learning; 

• information on recess and breaks during the school day,  teachers’ typical qualifications, criteria  
for determining teachers’ base salaries and additional payments for teachers, and salaries  
for tertiary faculty; and

• for the first time, data from Costa Rica and Lithuania. 

The Excel™ spreadsheets used to create the tables and charts in Education at a Glance are available via  
the StatLinks provided throughout the publication. Tables and charts, as well as the complete OECD education 
database, are available via the OECD education website at www.oecd.org/education/education-at-a-
glance-19991487.htm. Updated data can be found on line at http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/eag-data-en.
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