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ANNEX 2 

Presentations of FDI Statistics 

462. The Benchmark Definition recommends two types of standard presentations for the

dissemination of foreign direct investment (FDI) statistics, one according to the assets/

liabilities principle, and the other according to the directional principle . In addition, further

analyses of direct investment are to be reported on a supplemental (voluntary) basis but

their reporting is strongly encouraged. Overall, the presentations for direct investment

statistics recommended by this Benchmark Definition can be summarised as follows:

1. Standard FDI statistics 

i) FDI aggregates for macro-economic statistics (according to the assets/liability

principle)

a) Positions in Asset/liabilities of FDI.

b) Transactions in Asset/liabilities of FDI.

c) FDI income debits/credits.

Memorandum item: FDI aggregates for resident SPEs 

ii) FDI Statistics (according to the directional principle )

a) Inward/Outward FDI positions

1.  Excluding resident SPEs 

● by partner country, 

● by industry.

2.  Resident SPEs 

● by partner country, 

● by industry.

b) Inward/Outward FDI financial flows (inflows/outflows)

1.  Excluding resident SPEs 

● by partner country, 

● by industry.

2.  Resident SPEs 

● by partner country, 

● by industry.
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c) FDI income: receivables/payables

1.  Excluding resident SPEs 

● by partner country, 

● by industry.

2.  Resident SPEs 

● by partner country, 

● by industry.

2. Supplemental FDI statistics (according to the directional principle)

i) FDI Statistics (excluding resident SPEs and looking through non-resident SPEs)

a) Inward/Outward FDI positions

● by partner country, 

● by industry.

b) Inward/Outward FDI financial flows (inflows/outflows)

● by partner country, 

● by industry.

c) FDI income: receivables/payables

● by partner country, 

● by industry.

ii) Mergers and Acquisition for FDI equity flows

a) Inward/Outward FDI financial flows 

● by partner country (or regions),

● by industry.

iii) Inward FDI positions according to Ultimate Investor Country

a) by partner country, 

b) by industry.

3. Supplemental FDI statistics (according to the directional principle 
recommended in the 3rd Edition of the Benchmark Definition –)56

a) Inward/Outward FDI positions

● by partner country, 

● by industry.

b) Inward/Outward FDI financial flows (inflows/outflows)

● by partner country, 

● by industry.

c) FDI income: receivables/payables

● by partner country, 

● by industry.

56. These series are required according to the standards defined in the 3rd edition of the Benchmark Definition
of Foreign Direct Investment in which the compilation of investment on a directional basis was limited to
offsetting any reverse investment (by a direct investment enterprise in its direct investor).
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463. The structure and content of the specific FDI series required are described below. In

generating the tables, compilers are requested to report the data using the sign convention

described in Box A.2.1.

Box A.2.1 Sign convention

In presenting the various tables of FDI data, compilers should note that the sign
convention required is as follows:

FDI positions

FDI positions presented on an assets/liabilities basis should be shown so that increases in
either are shown with a positive (+ve) sign and decreases with a negative (-ve) sign. The net
position should be derived arithmetically as

 Net FDI position = FDI assets – (minus) FDI liabilities

FDI positions presented on a directional basis should follow the same sign convention, i.e.
increases in Outward FDI or in Inward FDI are shown with a positive (+ve) sign and
decreases with a negative (-ve) sign. The net position should be derived arithmetically as

 Net FDI position = outward FDI – (minus) inward FDI

Note: The net FDI position for both presentations should be the same (where the coverage is

identical).

FDI financial flows

The sign convention described for FDI positions applies also to FDI financial flows.

FDI income flows

For the compiling economy, FDI income inflows are shown as positive (+ve) credits and
income outflows are shown as positive (+ve) debits. The net income flow should be derived
arithmetically as:

 Net FDI income = FDI income credit – (minus) FDI income debit.

Notes: Readers, especially compilers and users are urged to take note that the sign
convention recommended in this Benchmark Definition differs from that recommended in
the BPM6 and caution is necessary in interpreting the results from both standards.
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1.1. Foreign direct investment aggregates for macro-economic statistics

1. FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT POSITIONS: MACRO-ECONOMIC AGGREGATES – Standard presentation

Assets Liabilities

1.1.1. Equity (including Reinvestment of earnings)
1.1.1.1. Direct investor in direct investment enterprises 
1.1.1.2. Direct investment enterprises in direct investor 
1.1.1.3. Fellow enterprises in other fellow enterprises 

1.1.1.3.1. Ultimate controlling parent is resident
1.1.1.3.2. Ultimate controlling parent is non-resident

1.1.2. Debt instruments 
1.1.2.1. Direct investor in direct investment enterprises 
1.1.2.2. Direct investment enterprises in direct investor 
1.1.2.3. Fellow enterprises in other fellow enterprises 

1.1.2.3.1. Ultimate controlling parent is resident
1.1.2.3.2. Ultimate controlling parent is non-resident

Of which: Resident SPEs 
1.2.1. Equity (including reinvestment of earnings)

1.2.1.1. Direct investor in direct investment enterprises 
1.2.1.2. Direct investment enterprises in direct investor 
1.2.1.3. Fellow enterprises in other fellow enterprises 

1.2.1.3.1. Ultimate controlling parent is resident
1.2.1.3.2. Ultimate controlling parent is non-resident

1.2.2. Debt instruments 
1.2.2.1. Direct investor in direct investment enterprises 
1.2.2.2Direct investment enterprises in direct investor 
1.2.2.3Fellow enterprises in other fellow enterprises 

1.2.2.3.1Ultimate controlling parent is resident
1.2.2.3.2Ultimate controlling parent is non-resident

2. FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT TRANSACTIONS: MACRO-ECONOMIC AGGREGATES – Standard presentation

Net acquisition of 
financial assets

Net incurrence of 
liabilities

2.1.1. Equity (excluding reinvestment of earnings)
2.1.1.1. Direct investor in direct investment enterprises 
2.1.1.2. Direct investment enterprises in direct investor 
2.1.1.3. Fellow enterprises in other fellow enterprises 

2.1.1.3.1. Ultimate controlling parent is resident
2.1.1.3.2. Ultimate controlling parent is non-resident

2.1.2. Reinvestment of earnings 
2.1.3. Debt instruments 

2.1.3.1. Direct investor in direct investment enterprises 
2.1.3.2. Direct investment enterprises in direct investor 
2.1.3.3. Fellow enterprises in other fellow enterprises 

2.1.3.3.1Ultimate controlling parent is resident
2.1.3.3.2. Ultimate controlling parent is non-resident

Of which: Resident SPEs 
2.2.1. Equity (excluding reinvestment of earnings)

2.2.1.1. Direct investor in direct investment enterprises 
2.2.1.2. Direct investment enterprises in direct investor 
2.2.1.3. Fellow enterprises in other fellow enterprises 

2.2.1.3.1. Ultimate controlling parent is resident
2.2.1.3.2. Ultimate controlling parent is non-resident

2.2.2. Reinvestment of earnings 
2.2.3. Debt instruments 

2.2.3.1. Direct investor in direct investment enterprises 
2.2.3.2. Direct investment enterprises in direct investor 
2.2.3.3. Fellow enterprises in other fellow enterprises 

2.2.3.3.1. Ultimate controlling parent is resident
2.2.3.3.2. Ultimate controlling parent is non-resident
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3. FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT INCOME: MACRO-ECONOMIC AGGREGATES – Standard presentation

Credits Debits

3.1. Direct investment income 

3.1.1. Income on Equity 

3.1.1.1. Distributed profits

3.1.1.1.1. Direct investor in direct investment enterprises 

3.1.1.1.2. Direct investment enterprises in direct investor 

3.1.1.1.3. Fellow enterprises in other fellow enterprises 

3.1.1.1.3.1. Ultimate controlling parent is resident

3.1.1.1.3.2. Ultimate controlling parent is non-resident

3.1.1.2. Reinvested earnings 

3.1.2. Income on debt (interest)

3.1.2.1. Direct investor in direct investment enterprises 

3.1.2.2. Direct investment enterprises in direct investor 

3.1.2.3. Fellow enterprises in other fellow enterprises 

3.1.2.3.1. Ultimate controlling parent is resident

3.1.2.3.2. Ultimate controlling parent is non-resident

3.2. Of which: Resident SPEs 

3.2.1. Income on Equity 

3.2.1.1. Distributed profits

3.2.1.1.1. Direct investor in direct investment enterprises 

3.2.1.1.2. Direct investment enterprises in direct investor 

3.2.1.1.3. Fellow enterprises in other fellow enterprises 

3.2.1.1.3.1. Ultimate controlling parent is resident

3.2.1.1.3.2. Ultimate controlling parent is non-resident

3.2.1.2. Reinvested earnings 

3.2.2. Income on debt (interest)

3.2.2.1. Direct investor in direct investment enterprises 

3.2.2.2. Direct investment enterprises in direct investor 

3.2.2.3. Fellow enterprises in other fellow enterprises 

3.2.2.3.1. Ultimate controlling parent is resident

3.2.2.3.2. Ultimate controlling parent is non-resident
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1.2. Foreign direct investment statistics: (according to the directional principle) 
– Standard presentation

A. By geographical allocation

B. By industry classification

1.2.1. FDI positions 57

1.2.2. FDI financial flows 58

1.2.3. FDI income flows

57. Including reinvestment of earnings.

Declaring 
country: 

FDI positions (excluding resident SPEs) FDI positions of resident SPEs 

[INWARD] OR [OUTWARD] [INWARD] OR [OUTWARD]

Equity57 Debt instruments Total Equity57 Debt instruments Total

Year: Claims Liabilities Net Claims Liabilities Net Claims Liabilities Net Claims Liabilities Net Claims Liabilities Net Claims Liabilities Net

TOTAL

58. Excluding reinvestment of earnings.

Declaring 
country:

FDI financial flows (excluding resident SPEs) FDI financial flows of resident SPEs 

[INFLOW] OR [OUTFLOW] [INFLOW] OR [OUTFLOW]

Equity58
Reinvest-
ment of 
earnings

Debt instruments Total Equity58
Reinvest-
ment of 
earnings

Debt instruments Total

Year: Claims
Liabili-

ties
Net Net Claims

Liabili-
ties

Net Claims
Liabili-

ties
Net Claims

Liabili-
ties

Net net Claims
Liabili-

ties
Net Claims

Liabili-
ties

Net

TOTAL

Declaring 
country: 

FDI income flows (excluding resident SPEs) FDI income flows of resident SPEs 

Income on equity
Income on debt 

(interest)
Total income 

Income on equity
Income on debt 

(interest)
Total income 

Dividends
Reinvested 
earnings 

Dividends
Reinvested 
earnings

Year: Credit Debit Net Credit Debit Net Credit Debit Net Credit Debit Net Credit Debit Net Credit Debit Net Credit Debit Net Credit Debit Net

TOTAL
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2. Foreign direct investment statistics: supplemental series (Directional 
principle)

2.1. Foreign direct investment statistics excluding resident spes and looking through 
non-resident spes – supplemental series (Directional principle)

A. By geographical allocation

B. By industry classification

2.1.1 FDI positions 59

2.1.2. FDI financial flows 60

2.1.3. FDI income flows

59. Including reinvestment of earnings.

Declaring 
country: 

FDI positions (excluding resident SPEs and looking through non-resident SPEs)

[INWARD] OR [OUTWARD]

Equity59 Debt instruments Total

Year: Claims Liabilities Net Claims Liabilities Net Claims Liabilities Net

TOTAL

60. Including reinvestment of earnings.

Declaring 
country: 

FDI financial flows (excluding resident SPEs and looking through non-resident SPEs)

[INFLOW] OR [OUTFLOW]

Equity60 Reinvestment 
of earnings

Debt instruments Total

Year: Claims Liabilities Net Net Claims Liabilities Net Claims Liabilities Net

TOTAL

Declaring 
country: 

FDI Income flows (excluding resident SPEs and looking through non-resident SPEs)

Income on equity Income on debt (interest) Total income 

Dividends Reinvested earnings 

Year: Credit Debit Net Credit Debit Net Credit Debit Net Credit Debit Net

TOTAL
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2.2. Mergers and acquisitions – fdi equity financial flows – supplemental series 
(Directional principle)

A. By geographical allocation

B. By industry classification

2.3 FDI positions according to ultimate investing country – supplemental series 
(Directional principle)

A. By geographical allocation

B. By industry classification 61

3. Foreign direct investment statistics: supplemental series (According 
to the Benchmark Definition, 3rd edition)

A. By geographical allocation

B. By industry classification

3.1. Foreign direct investment positions 62

Declaring country: Equity inflows Equity outflows

Equity ownership
10%-100% 

Of which acquisition over 50% 
or more equity ownership

Equity ownership
10%-100% 

Of which acquisition over 50% 
or more equity ownership

Partner 
country: 

Year: Investment
Disinvest-

ment
Net Investment

Disinvest-
ment

Net Investment
Disinvest-

ment
Net Investment

Disinvest-
ment

Net

TOTAL

61. Including reinvestment of earnings.

Declaring 
country: 

FDI positions 

INWARD

Equity61 Debt instruments Total

Year: Claims Liabilities Net Claims Liabilities Net Claims Liabilities Net

TOTAL

62. Including reinvestment of earnings.

Declaring country: FDI positions (all enterprises)

[INWARD] OR [OUTWARD]

Year: Equity62 Debt instruments Total

TOTAL
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3.2. Foreign direct investment financial flows 63

3.3. Foreign direct investment income flows

63. Including reinvestment of earnings.

Declaring country: FDI financial flows (all enterprises)

[INWARD] OR [OUTWARD]

Equity63 Reinvested earnings Debt instruments Total

Year:

TOTAL

Declaring country: FDI financial flows (all enterprises)

Income on equity
Income on Debt (interest) Total income

Dividends Reinvested earnings

Year:

TOTAL
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64

GEOGRAPHICAL AND ECONOMIC ZONES64

1 – Geographical zones

E1 EUROPE E4 AFRICA

A3 BLEU E5 NORTH AFRICA

BE Belgium DZ Algeria

BG Bulgaria EG Egypt

LU Luxembourg LY Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

DK Denmark MA Morocco

DE Germany TN Tunisia

GR Greece E6 OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES

ES Spain AO Angola

FR France BJ Benin

IE Ireland BW Botswana

IT Italy IO British Indian Ocean Territory

NL Netherlands BF Burkina Faso

PT Portugal BI Burundi

GB United Kingdom CM Cameroon

AT Austria CV Cape Verde

FI Finland CF Central African Republic

SE Sweden TD Chad

CY Cyprus KM Comoros

CZ Czech Republic CG Congo

HU Hungary CI Côte d’Ivoire

MT Malta CD Congo, the Democratic Republic of the

PL Poland DJ Djibouti

RO Romania GQ Equatorial Guinea

SK Slovakia ER Eritrea

SI Slovenia ET Ethiopia

E3 BALTIC COUNTRIES GA Gabon

EE Estonia GM Gambia

LT Lithuania GH Ghana

LV Latvia GN Guinea

CH Switzerland GW Guinea-Bissau

IS Iceland KE Kenya

LI Liechtenstein LS Lesotho

NO Norway LR Liberia

E2 OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES MG Madagascar

AL Albania MW Malawi

AD Andorra ML Mali

BY Belarus MR Mauritania

BA Bosnia and Herzegovina MU Mauritius

HR Croatia MZ Mozambique

FO Faeroe Islands NA Namibia

GI Gibraltar NE Niger

GG Guernsey NG Nigeria

VA Holy See (Vatican City State) ZA South Africa

IM Isle of Man RW Rwanda

JE Jersey SH St. Helena

MK Macedonia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of ST Sao Tome and Principe

MD Moldova, Republic of SN Senegal

ME Montenegro SC Seychelles

RU Russian Federation SL Sierra Leone

SM San Marino SO Somalia

RS Serbia SD Sudan

TR Turkey SZ Swaziland

64. Country codes are based on ISO – International Organization for Standardization.
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UA Ukraine TZ Tanzania

[CS] [Serbia and Montenegro] TG Togo

UG Uganda F2 ASIA

ZM Zambia F3 NEAR AND MIDDLE EAST

ZW Zimbabwe IR Iran, Islamic Republic of

E7 AMERICA IL Israel

E8 NORTH AMERICA F4 GULF ARABIAN COUNTRIES

US United States BH Bahrain

GL Greenland IQ Iraq

CA Canada KW Kuwait

E9 CENTRAL AMERICA OM Oman

AI Anguilla QA Qatar

AG Antigua and Barbuda SA Saudi Arabia

AW Aruba AE United Arab Emirates

BS Bahamas YE Yemen

BB Barbados F5 OTHER NEAR AND MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES

BZ Belize AM Armenia

BM Bermuda AZ Azerbaijan

VG Virgin Islands, British GE Georgia

KY Cayman Islands JO Jordan

CR Costa Rica LB Lebanon

CU Cuba PS Palestinian Territory, Occupied

DM Dominica SY Syrian Arab Republic

DO Dominican Republic F6 OTHER ASIAN COUNTRIES

SV El Salvador AF Afghanistan

GD Grenada BD Bangladesh

GT Guatemala BT Bhutan

HT Haiti BN Brunei Darussalam

HN Honduras KH Cambodia (Kampuchea)

JM Jamaica CN China

MX Mexico HK Hong Kong, China

MS Montserrat IN India

AN Netherlands Antilles ID Indonesia

NI Nicaragua JP Japan

PA Panama KZ Kazakhstan

KN St. Kitts and Nevis KP Korea, Dem. People’s Republic of (North Korea)

LC Saint Lucia KR Korea, Republic of (South Korea)

VC St Vincent and the Grenadines KG Kyrgyzstan

TT Trinidad and Tobago LA Lao People’s Democratic Republic

TC Turks and Caicos Islands MO Macao

VI Virgin Islands, US MY Malaysia

F1 SOUTH AMERICA MV Maldives

AR Argentina MN Mongolia

BO Bolivia MM Myanmar

BR Brazil NP Nepal

CL Chile PK Pakistan

CO Colombia PH Philippines

EC Ecuador SG Singapore

FK Falkland Islands (Malvinas) LK Sri Lanka

GY Guyana TW Taiwan, Province of China

PY Paraguay TJ Tajikistan

PE Peru TH Thailand

SR Suriname TL Timor-Leste

UY Uruguay TM Turkmenistan

VE Venezuela UZ Uzbekistan

VN Vietnam

GEOGRAPHICAL AND ECONOMIC ZONES64 (cont.)

1 – Geographical zones
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F7 OCEANIA and POLAR REGIONS

AQ Antarctica NR Nauru

AS American Samoa NU Niue

AU Australia NZ New Zealand

BV Bouvet Island PF French Polynesia

CC Cocos (Keeling) Islands PG Papua New Guinea

CK Cook Islands PN Pitcairn

CX Christmas Island PW Palau

FJ Fiji SB Solomon Islands

FM Micronesia, Federal States of TF French Southern Territories

HM Heard Island and McDonald Islands TO Tonga

GS South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands TK Tokelau

GU Guam TV Tuvalu

KI Kiribati UM US Minor Outlying Islands 

MH Marshall Islands VU Vanuatu

MP Northern Mariana Islands WF Wallis and Futuna

NC New Caledonia WS Samoa

NF Norfolk Island

Z1 World not allocated 

A1 TOTAL WORLD

GEOGRAPHICAL AND ECONOMIC ZONES64 (cont.)

1 – Geographical zones

2 – Economic zones 3 – Additional economic zones 

Z8 Extra-EU not allocated B2 Latin America countries

D3 EU25 B5 ACP countries

D5 Extra EU25 B6 African ACP countries

W5 Extra EU25 not allocated B7 Caribbean ACP countries

V1 EU27 B8 Pacific ACP countries

V2 Extra-EU27 C3 Mediterranean Basin countries

I2 Euro area 12 C7 Maghreb countries

J2 Extra euro area 12 C8 Mashrek countries

I3 Euro area 13 A9 Central and Eastern Europe

J3 Extra euro area 13 C5 French Franc zone

I5 Euro area 15 C9 MERCOSUR

J5 Extra euro area 15 D7 Mediterranean countries in the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership

U4 Extra euro zone 4F European Central Bank

W4 Extra euro zone not allocated 7Z International Organisations (excluding EU institutions) 

A5 EFTA

A8 OECD

B1 NAFTA

B9 NICs1

C1 NICs2A

C2 NICs2LA

C6 CIS countries

B3 ASEAN countries

B4 OPEC countries

C4 Offshore Financial Centres
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International Standard Industry Classification (ISIC4)

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY ISIC Rev. 4

AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHING Section A 

MINING AND QUARRYING Section B

Extraction of crude petroleum and natural gas; mining support services Division 06, 09

MANUFACTURING Section C

Food products, beverage, and tobacco products Divisions 10, 11, 12

Textiles and wearing apparel Divisions 13, 14

Wood, paper, printing and reproduction Divisions 16, 17, 18

[TOTAL textiles + wood activities] [Divisions 13, 14,  16,  17, 18]

Coke and refined petroleum products Division 19

Manufacture of chemicals and chemical products Division 20

Pharmaceuticals products and preparations Division 21

Rubber and plastic products Division 22

[TOTAL petroleum, chemical, pharmaceuticals, rubber and plastic products] [Divisions 19, 20, 21, 22]

Basic metal and fabricated metal products Divisions 24, 25

Computer, electronic and optical products Division 26

Machinery and equipment n.e.c. Division 28

[TOTAL metal, computer and machinery] [Divisions 24, 25, 26, 28]

Motor vehicles, trailers and semi-trailers Division 29

Other transport equipment Division 30

Manufacture of air and spacecraft and related machinery group 303

[TOTAL vehicles and other transport equipment] [Divisions 29, 30]

Other manufacturing Divisions 15, 23, 27, 31, 32, 33

ELECTRICITY, GAS, STEAM AND AIR CONDITIONING SUPPLY Section D

WATER SUPPLY; SEWERAGE, WASTE MANAGEMENT AND REMEDIATION ACTIVITIES Section E

Water collection, treatment and supply Division 36

Sewerage, waste management and remediation activities Divisions 37, 38, 39

CONSTRUCTION Section F

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE; REPAIR OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND MOTORCYCLES Section G (divisions 45, 46, 47)

Wholesale and retail trade and repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles Division 45

Wholesale trade, except of motor vehicles and motorcycles Division 46

Retail trade, except of motor vehicles and motor cycles Division 47

TRANSPORTATION AND STORAGE Section H

Land transport and transport via pipelines Division 49

Water transport Division 50

Air transport Division 51

Warehousing and support activities for transportation Division 52

[TOTAL transport and storage] [Divisions 49, 50, 51, 52]

Post and courier activities Division 53

ACCOMODATION AND FOOD SERVICE ACTIVITIES Section I

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION Section J

Motion picture, video and television programme production, sound recording and music publishing 
activities; programming and broadcasting activities

Divisions 59, 60

Telecommunications Division 61

Other information and communication activities Divisions 58, 62, 63

FINANCIAL AND INSURANCE ACTIVITIES Section K

Financial services activities, except insurance and pension funding Division 64

of which:

Monetary intermediation Group 641

Activities of holding companies Group 642

Trusts, funds and similar financial entities Group 643

Insurance, reinsurance and pension funding, except compulsory social security Division 65

Activities auxiliary to financial services and insurance activities Division 66
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REAL ESTATE ACTIVITIES Section L

PROFESSIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ACTIVITIES Section M

Legal and accounting activities Division 69

Activities of head offices; management and consultancy activities Division 70

Scientific research and development Division 72

Advertising and market research Division 73

Other professional, scientific and technical activities Division 74

ADMINISTRATIVE AND SUPPORT SERVICE ACTIVITIES Section N

Rental and leasing activities Division 77

Other administrative and support services activities Divisions 78, 79, 80, 81, 82

EDUCATION Section P

HUMAN HEALTH AND SOCIAL WORK ACTIVITIES Section Q

ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION Section R

Of which: Sports activities and amusement and recreation activities Division 93

OTHER SERVICE ACTIVITIES Section S

SUB-TOTAL

Of which: Private purchases and sales of real estate

Unallocated

TOTAL

International Standard Industry Classification (ISIC4) (cont.)

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY ISIC Rev. 4
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